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the Liberal Party as now constituted. But is it likely that you will
ever be able to "return to it, or remain in it ? I don't feel very
confident that I shall be able to do it myself: if I do, it will be
because I have a greater capacity for swallowing unpleasant morsels
than you have. If, as some people think, a total reconstruction of
parties must come, you will only have preceded me a little. It is
very difficult, and I don't want you to think that I have a clear
opinion $ all I want is to point out that the cases of yourself and
me are not exactly identical.

Two days later he made the position clear.

MY DEAR GOSCHEN,

. . . Lord Salisbury came to me this morning to tell me that
he wished to tell the Queen that he thought that I ought to form
a Government. He admitted that he was not certain that his
friends would agree to support such an Administration., but he would
be willing to serve in it himself and he thought that he could obtain
their concurrence. I told him that though the solution had been
suggested to me as a possibility, I had not thought so much of it as
of the possibility of his asking me to join him. I pointed out the
objections which I saw to it, but told him that I should like before
giving him an answer to consult those whom I could see to-day.
In the course of conversation be excluded Chamberlain, and said
lie thought it would be too sharp a curve for both him and (X to
sit in the same Cabinet. This I think was nearly conclusive.
Although Chamberlain would not have joined, the fact of my not
being able to ask him would remove any possibility of the Govern-
ment being in public estimation anything but a Conservative one.
I have seen Northbrook, Derby, Stalbridge, and H. James, and have
written to him that I consider the difficulties insuperable. I think
he is quite ready to accept, though he would have preferred the
other solution. It is possible that there may be a further offer to
some of us to join him, but I do not much expect it. My answer
is really a refusal to both proposals. He said that if I declined, he
hoped I would let Mm talk over politics with me. I mentioned
your name but I could not gather whether he was likely to ask you
separately or not. He said there were difficult personal questions
involved. He has gone to Osborne and remains there till Monday.

The new Parliament first sat on August 19, 1886, with Lord
Randolph Churchill? Chancellor of the Exchequer and Leader of the
House of Commons. He was not much trusted and the appointment